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Under standing Data a

How can | | earn about the data

Data helps families and community

being made toward i mpoothaotmeut cc

somet hing that results or happens:t

process. Without data your gr oufg

getting the results it wants.

Forms of Data Key Questions to Ask
There are two genefbkeyfar ahenf adatma kb hngngroup uses d
guant i aadiuvaée i tdaattiav.e A

combination of quantltatlv&’hgﬁdkb glolf tda\'}g agteagrou
ofte_n gives the befst overa]lwlheplecblmlee tbe gdganoapsome f
l ooking at how to |mproveﬂlhear Ie% t_he_group Use dat
Quantitative = Quantity POlicy decisions
Quantitatiseiddtoamati on abloQ examples of da ta_thatd
guantities. 't can be mea®@rtdaffAdtRei €PBA 4sWANS
as numbers 't answers hogwomuah, ekpwanhtenod of dat a
when, or where. understand

Exampl es woul

things | K e fhow the results are usuall
attendance the group

grades. 9if training about data is
Qualita Thissing or that your group
Quality and why

Qualitat e about qualities

that describe what something is or is not 1|ike. It
deals with descriptions and is data that can be
observed but not measured. It answers why and

how something happened.& Examples are a family

story and sampl@ a student

Remember . ..
Il nvestigating + Stqryt
Using Data

Data use includes boflh s
answers to questions aphd s
we | ook at data as a {grou
deeper and all ow the rlesul

and tell a stor)
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Under standing Dat a

What are the stages of data us

Using data i-ma&idhg@gcigsioamp is a pr I e
steps or stages. These eight st ¢ re
making group is effectively wusin i ts
On pages 58 and 59 at the end of er e
you may use to help you work thr f d

St ages o

The following pages descri be emakli mg drheeu ps garte sitm gvel
to help make decisions and take actionPutAt nghétehdt
Actisocnenari dbadmad Uae Chfeocrk pgoriengdt er understanding.

41



42

a

Under standing Dat a

2. Collecting Data

Prepari:

Pl anning and
wor ki ng

1:

Stage
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Under standing Data a

- 2. Collecting
Data

Stage 2: Collecting Data E——
The next step in working with dat 7= Dat a US- it
be collected for a specific reaso eV
work of the group. Groups can co s el
data that someone else has collec - -
Answering Questions to HMxRe&phes of Educational D
I nformed Decision and Ac¢|ndividual Education Program
The question a group needsfamwplarcsaweonsvhéerenroll ment fo
coll ecti mygow addca I|i sf i dbdotthhe fdatame & expense reports
new and exiastt ilmgBeedfs shouficdurri dwlsied unit test scores
only collect data they wil {c|UasSss.wor KO OhdheCwlbr k, & progr
information canlbe over whe{ et md@Pi dg trielc®rds, note
Informatlﬁn }Non ;[ hE_Ip tpeﬂ(glraosUsF}ofoh]n@eﬁath or charts
answers t ey re coking 0‘Ic[attendance records & enrol Il m
fteacher to student ratios
Data from Schools fclass sizes and available sp
fStudent | earnsimapodat a he ®BLthaa®l assessments & graduati
work and assessments of iq@dmydrdaupali cstudent s.
1Stude fsurveys & personal testimoni
demog
are t
facto
stude Putting It Into Acti
1Schoo John and Laura help the t
datias data to collect. To star!
that t hey wi || use infor
about o] ~
stad e WI SEdash port al anc
staff, fam e
_ _ assessment data, such as s
fSchool propesvidatanfor formative and summati ve
about school management, Since the district starte
structure and general wW( program two years ago, dat
both before pre) and aft.
the progrRMmMLBedttieng assess
\évgﬁrscgcggol)ztgan Use Fa for Kinder gar t"egnr atdrer owiglhl
revi ewed afsCTwelslul &as. Bas
fSurveys John andd Lpamreant i nput, t
fFocus groups deci des t hat they woul d
fParticipants/attendees families.
I't is important for schoo
families why they are col
families and what school s
Data Use Checkpoi|nt
By the end of Stage 2, you
the data needed to answdgr t
identified in Stage 1.
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Ways Data is Organized
There are still more ways o
to understand. Formats | ik
spreadsheets, and written a
a Vvisual representation of
How Do You Choose? Pie Chart Exampl e
Datias organized for differFeomrt exuarnppdsgs.a communi ty me
Finding the right way to eshobwwlkhat asshoehds depehdl EPs
on both your audi emce tanydgntghduadte af yomm hi gh school
to preSemd .of the ways tothigaminZerdniataon is to go t
are to show: OQut comes welvsvi pesahi ghsuBAve
_ _ report will appear that con
fA Snapshot in Time The pie chart below shows w
fComparisons | EPs are doing one year aft
igh school .
fTrends
Tips for Interpreting All Graphs
Read all of the | abels on the presented graph or
table, paying attention tao-
1What is in each column? 2012 Post High School Outcomes
sWhat is in each row? (699 Students responded Statewide)
sWhat isandge of? val ues
yDoes the data have a di = Higher Education
relationshi P ? W Competitive Employment
7sDo the lines have posit
tsWhere was there the mos = Other Postsecondary
ucation or Training
sWhere was there the | ea ® Other Employment
. . di i
A Snaps hOt in TI me I::I\O;c&t;rlthategorles
All data is a snapshotpiien
chashows a snapshot in t ——
shows information by divi nt o
sever al parts and showing r%lates h
to the whol e. There al wa d Nf Pgi€gqichar
of 100% when using pie ch owing questl
centage of s
|l owi ng group
ion_ _
mployment
*Answers available on page 57
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Under standing Dat a

mpari sons
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Graph

Bar

(0]
c

di str

ar e
deci si ons
hat 4 K

the 603 students
hel ps to guide
states t
of

ttohtea le | setmuednet natr ye nsrcoddl@me3n ts cchwroi

how

us
p&ortri eu b@ipd sgx asdiez d epreelli.ci es

si ze

woul d

di spl ayss
dergarten

i nformati on

tell s

p h
[

policy

stu
22

4 cl assr ooms 19
would have 2 classes of

ee

S

per c¢l ass, we
yeatfhe Kin

2012-2013 Elementary Enrollment

Total = 603 students

/8

83

95
E M Enrollment
[

96 o
26 388
I I | I

120

mDDDD
1006.42

SIU3PNIS JO Jaquinp

o

2nd 3rd 4th 5th
Grade Level

1st

K4

guestions

he
grade

answer t

o

bar graph above t

number

t he
t

Refl ddde
How does

h

t

af fect

a

n

students i

of

he

i nstructional needs

numbers affect

enrol |l ment

How do

on page 57.

availabl e

*Answer s
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Under standing Dat a

a

Advanced in Reading

Percentage of District Students Scoring Proficient or

40.0%
a  350% ¢ —— —>— *~— =
8 30.0%
=]
= 25.0% | — = l_____...:-—-'"._ —il
s 20.0% % V%
& > >
=
g 10.0% —_— . A
2> 5.0%
0.0%
2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014
—#— State - All Students 35.5% 35.7% 36.0% 36.4% 36.6%
== District - All Students 24.1% 23.8% 23.2% 26.4% 25.6%
=== District - Students with
ISErCt - Students wi 8.8% 0.4% 13.3% 10.1% 9.4%
Disabilities
——District- E icall
Istrict - =conomically 13.8% 17.3% 17.4% 19.7% 19.8%
Disadvanted
Ref |l 8d¢4e the |ine graph and spreadsheet above
Which group(s) of students are improving? ___ __ _
Which group(s) of students are staying the same?
What do you notice about the data over me ?
What questions do you have based the data?
*Answers available on page 57.
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Under standing Dat a

2. Collecting Data

Analyzing Data
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Under standing Data a e
=

2. Collecting Data

Stage 6: Creating an Action Pl ¢ ET—
Maki ng something happen requires I Dat a Us-ion

Getting It Done

Groups who want to make s
| ooking at a variety of d
action plan. Action pl an
your work and encounAner |
actionuspdalnly includes go
assignments, &rodnedaadliiome
will occur over a short p
gui ck evaluations. Ot her
l onger and may require mo
Steps in Action Plannin
1.Bring key people togeth
action plan.
2.Create an action plan m
that address all possib
be clearly stated. Fig
1 What action or change
1 Who will carry it out
1 When it will take pl a
1 What resources (i .e.
needed to carry out t
g Communication (who sh
3.Review your completed a
to check if 1t is compl
4 . Foll ow through on the w
ti meline
5.Let everyone in the gro
on
6. Keep track of what i s h
7.Cel ebrate when action p
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Under standing Data a e

Stage 7: Displaying & Sharing | soisphayng stages
. . & Sharing Dat a Us-
When people with different perspe Results t he
they may make new conclusions and k e
This is how sharing data can be u - -
Di splaying Results Sharing Results
The group needs to presentA ilmftordmeateindrs fomundcdei mudi en
the data in a way that i s whagy fhorw, awdide rovesn twhen to
understand. Di fferent audiences need di
; . dat a. As a report of the r
Make sure the report is: about the following questio
TAppealKeng: it simpl e, cl e , and
visually attractive. ﬂ%hat I's the purpose of th
fAccessUdvéea reading levellDA&Telslsihg &d to’)prOV|de '
to your audience. Avoi d jrérl¢Fn @£y ms
that the audience doesn' tﬂv\ur]qensttabrbd uselWdsa o make d
bulleted Ilists and the Ia%%uag s) spoken hy
the audience members. |nform tion i’s new a
TfAccurat®ata must be free T9haterdees. the audience al
The report must be about thaﬁt_ttohoé cat a _
actually says, not what yﬂGWhaVY'Sl'bvteheoqati%fsoar'rrpa-tion
TfAudi esspec:i fFocus on the i®#s¢eds thatbig picture or
the audience cares about. Think about the
l evel of detail needed bye ther @uidd edfE£Lr @Ntdhe resul t
what the audience alreadye &KinPNSwhere this data wil.l
) _ sharing data with families
Be iflr and(jObj ec;l Ve ﬂSCEOOl boar d rneeLings
Us e ata to rive ecision akjing. | ma
tempting to make a decisioﬁ@bﬁhr?ﬁgnwégaF{ﬁ gﬂpynews
for the data that supportsscommuBSutih Bewspapee
choosing of data is unethiﬁahrgﬁg BPBuHsﬁEH{ings

Re membéer

I nformation should be¢ displayed in
a way everyone can ulnderstand.
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